* o 


312 Soallriege.BulWlng 

Charle ston Va. 
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The liana^er . _ 

The Pocahontae Tanning co ' 

Frank, V,'. Va. 

Tear Sirs 

+ u<r -i n ia section of the American 

For inclusion in the ‘'JJ 1 *** Federal ..ritere* Project, we 

Comparatively speak ing t f i|i§ e worker* Sates 

S3 U ifSe l^eest in th, world. Kow aany 

workers are employee? 

-> c t is manufactured? If raw materials. where 

"and for what are they u6 «“ 7 bl " r 5_ n: ?i? itv* 

in the plant readily available in the vicinity 

or must they be imported? 

Is this a West Virginia concern or is it owned 
by outside interests? 

Are visitors allowed to go through the plEnt? 

V.hat factors led to the location of the plant 
in this comparatively isolated neighborhood? 

Is the tov.n of Frank company owned? Are the 
workers' homes company owned? 

A sect! n of the West Virginia Guice will consist of highway 
t'jrs, c.ne of them being a tour of US 250. The Pocaho. tas 

ny, being a large plant one situated in a section 
here there ore no other cianuiacturies, deserves mention as a 
t • For this reason we naturally wish out in- 
: c r .lion to be accurate ana will appreciate any material which 
you c? n lit us have, 

sincerely yours, 


4*slitM State Editor 


J 

r 


Pocahontas Tanning Co. 

M ' WIONCV. IUPKRtHT(NotNT 




tanners 


PosTornce: frank. < po ^SS? t t *') w. v*. Sept. 8th, 193^ 

•>Jss Margaret C. Williamson, Ass*t. State Editor, 

W. P. A., 

. Charleston, West Va. 

ican:- 

V.e acknowledge receipt of your letter of blst, ult., and would 
answer^your questions as follows;- » 

The Durbin Tannery of the Pocahontas Tanning Co., is probably 
)/ the second largest tannery in the U. S. A., both in floor 
r ' space ana production, devoted entirely to the production of 
sole leather. Recent enlargements of competitive plants 
aoes~not give us definite information on this subject at 
this time. I 

Manufactured products are SOLE LEATHER for the purpose of 
building new shoes. By-products are V.’aAhgjL-Calt le Hair 
used in floor coverings, insulation-felts and many styles 
of felt padci-ng- Glue ^tock useV for the manufacture of 
glues and also greasesT 

Raw Hides are obtaii&a from the Packing Centers of the USa, 
South America, Mexico, Australia ane Europe. 

Taming Materials are procured in USA, south America, 

Africa, Philippine Islands, Tur^y and India, and local 
Hemloc k and jjak barks from the V.'dst Virginia Forests. 

The Pocahontas Tanning Co., is a West Virginia Corporation 
with Main Office at Main and 24 th Sts., Wheel ing, West Va. 

Due to the tanning processes requiring tanning vats and 
surroundings wet, visitors are not sought after, however, 

..e do allow Partial visition of plant and exhibit main product 

and By-products. 

The plant was located at Frank, West Va., account of the 
close-up supply of large quantities of hemlock and oak bark, 
ch supplies are n ow la rgely eichausted. 

Prank, West Va., is an unincorporated village located in 
r enbank, District. It is partly Com^ny owned houses with 
V residences. It is an ideal locatfcoEn 

:juses ore well maintained and the people have much civic 

Located on UL> Route 250. 

irusting this le the information you# seek, we are. 


Yours very truly. 


Place or Leather 



Nothing ta 
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|V o« th< 


OOUi.™! * »»»«.»»»•' 0 5,UR RIU35<*«>.«.W.»OC»B0rt*» COU.tt. 

TA^SISO. 

v v.H t«*nn< rl< 8 of various sizes op* rating ein- 

pocahonta. County has ***^*™J 4 _ A — . f* 


tb< «r.t came O.U. *«*»« OP ' r *”“ 8 ln th * 

, er , (n bri« — —* - ^ OP,ritl ° n I901> 

4 Vfw York they operated continuously u«trk4 until 

their train office rus in York Y 

< < .1 olant burned .however a new and up-to-date tannery «aa 

1927 when the original p-an 

1 < + € but it failed to operate and waa idle from 19?8 

built upon the original sit , 

until 19^1 • 

50 th tanbark^d e xtract was used from 01 to 28 when it waa runn- 
me at capacity,and the daily capacity at that time naa about 600 hl d.a and 
at that time they *nploy€d about IJO men both akllled and unskilled with an 
approxinate pay-roll oi $ 120,000 per year.Thla tannery had a reputation of 
producing a very fine grade of leather which ran known by th< trade name of 
■Crfenbrlfijf B , and tee in great demand by the leather industry! all over the 
eeetem part of the U S.The finished product rae shipped almost entirely t 
Poston,raecachueette. 

The general manager ma S.E Hench ,and today a part of Karlintoc 
ic / tie up of the Tannery ror houses m 06 t all of them c re along the Orel 

the eastern bank,this tannery contributed greatly to the | 
*"• * * -* • * f r.t of L>irlir.ton and the Jdray District us the monthly 


sU 


-out IC.COO per month,this made the tom of ^arlinton gTO*#« 




|^eid< people to move in, this -nd« a merket that in turn caused cany stor- | 
t needs of the tannery workers and their families 


to bt built to supply the 

some JJO to 50 dwelling houses were built by the Union Tanning Co. 

This plant was idle until the spring of h-I when it was bought by 
the International Shoe Company of St^Io uis kiesouri and is run under the 
firm name of karlinton Tannery of International Shoe Co.of 9t. Louis Sio. they 


heving a contract with the federal government to s upply them with several 
thousand pairs of shoes,and at the present time they are employing from 120 
to 130 men and will hire more es they get production started,the present pa] 
roll runs about £10,000 monthly. This pay-roll helps greatly and when the ta 
nery whistle blew for the first time in 12 years the people of liarlinton and 
surrounding countryside were joyous because they knew Marlinton would again 


, have £ pay-roll which is boosting the local markets. 

Pocahontas County has another tannery located at F rank. tf.Va.near 


airbin it rone und® the name of Po cahontas Tanning Co. and nas started In 
1904 'ey J.o Hoffman Sr.and J.G Hoffman Jr. J.G Hoffman 3rd and Frank Hoffmat 
i-llne T.-.Va. and Frank Hones and 1.0 Hone a 0 f Boston toss. 

Is located at trank V, : . Va .which le near Durbin and the 
population of 1000 nhloh has access to both the C 4 0 • 
• ■ ■ ! et fUrbln. there l, from 4q to j 0 houses st Frank 





C 0 .,.H= f * »a»m «L 0 SMTH HZLL320R0.~.?l.p0CJlBCirTA3 - C 

are occupied by or.plcycee of the Pocahontas Tarne ry th. 

ry the present nuaber 

of .sploy.e. is 300 and the average monthly pEyroU u 


“* general Onager and SupH of promotion la B.l£ Sidney assist- 
ant sup-te ».» Hoover and H.J Sidney,Che^st Arthus > Kay,chief In£ln<tr 


0.1 Carlson-Accountant M Groff assisted by U.M Broun. The president of th, 
ooepany Is J.G Hoffnan 3rd he is also treasurer.f.G Hones Vic, pres.t.t s «_ 
abright secretary and ase't treasurer. 

This tannery has a daily capacity of 3000 sides of sol, leather 


vhich is shipp edjicre^from South Auer lea .Australia, Hen; 2 eland, Canada and ««. 


ICO besides that uhioh is shipped fro. the nany peeing centers of the u.a.A. 


eatlr£ ° f thlS 16 “* s o2<_leet her nhich Is cade fro. 

raM1< hldf8 ° nl * that 16 * eellCufacturing centers Sphere ln 


‘be u.s.A besides so.. Is shipped abroad to be used there. 

These two tanneries not only furnish c„plo yo e„t to several hun- 

“ « “■ —. —v a.w 

trlcts end have contributed greatly to «, 

g Uy t0 thc e ro »‘h of the two sections erf the 

county fce *'ranl: hep, , rorn f 

- 1 ecction to & to\?n of over kOO popul- 

r tian Hi. - ~-- - r 


etisn thl, htt a<Lnt COr , 

e.na Itrgfr on<s for rhich Pocahontas is 

« f'-r.Th. refer, t, lt r(ld 

U< ti.-o tanneries as permanent industries 


cr< to the , 


or.trs County than any other *nt- 



W' ' f .. Elu * 1 «>».-.-.v«. r oorto nt% , Oo . 

.. *.r nnd not 3 u,t llon , ttt p#opl . OI ?ooah6:ltMM thtl€ 



" n " <r — ha7< l><lp,<l li,<P ° ur <*«r.tln £ within OUI 

Dord«r.,frora th« tax,, paid by the c ttp i 0 ,„ 8 ntr roads an4 „ ehool . ^ b((a 

bulit and maintain cd.whlfih hae contributed trcatiy to the growth of the county 

as our £> 00(1 roads end our beautiful scenery has induced many tourists to travel 

through our county end state and they spend much money at dilfexent centers 

in the county. 

So be it said that tanneries were started in Pocahontas County by the 
■ first settlers and arc still operating within our borders today. 

Inf ormation-Ca Ivin 7* Price.itarlinton.~.7a. 

H.K TfidnCy.Frank.*7.7a. 

*.7a.Geological Survey.By Paul H Price. 
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fiTGt And Industry. Samuel 0 Smith.HillBboro.W.Va.PocahontaB County. 

The first tannery or old time tan Yard of nuch size tob erected by 
Fjamcs Smith nho came to Pocahontas County from the state of Virginia and near 
e having learned the tanners trade there and set out across the Alle 


Jf 

®t»unton,he having learned the tanners trade there and set out across the Alle 
gheny mountain for a country suitable for the location of a tannery the site 
h€ chose rae along the Seneca Indian trail and later became known as KlllpSint 
and it was at this point that he stopped rigged up a com mill and a tan Yard 
-^is ras about IS2B to 30 and the tannery was located between Staging Creek 
“ d “** f00t of the MU near the C *X Xtsidenoc and it was here that 

' a= *‘ ^ pUt lnt0 pra ° Wce <*** ie h *d !«raed in Va.ae he had learned the 

f '^' ZtTS tn,de ther£ fro “ “ old tanner with years of experience. 

?r °“ * Me J “" 3mlth t0 1541 « — ** generations of smiths 
tanners Isaac a son of Janes had a tanyard.hie son Idgar followed hi 

r/ on *»te 219 near the Earvin daapel church and the Ruck»n Soh ool 
Gilding is a ceacnt bloc* stature with concrete vats.his output a 

" b,tr " a S ° « 1,50 *«- 8 sons of which are tanned 

rest are Bade into leather of one hind and another 
- ~.t of the deer hide, are bought by , ho ^ lcather ^ ^ ^ 

4 cf tt«a trt .... 

-th* r jaok«t« that are known as the buckakla 

y * *« bought by eakfra of high priced la. 






^Tndu.tJylsS^H'o Smith Hlllaboro.W.Ta.Pocahonta. County. 


th< si °" pro °‘° s tBjmine r ° it ta,ce ‘ 6 ”° nthe to *“ 


and eomt lon.tr, the hath used la a local product aa h. «... Cht.tnut Oa- 
k ^ th>t „ dried and .round In a crude grind!*. ^chlne^hl^o^e ua- 


in. part, of an old grinder ueed hy hla grandfather the late Isaac Smlth.that 
had a tan yard on the Greenbrier Hirer between Hatoga and the mouth of Stamping 
Creel, this yard naa built by James Smith after he left Hillpolnt about *60. 

James Smith had 5 boys of these 3 were tanners Isaac,Jacob and Joseph 
-illiam vras a harn ess and saddle ma ker and Pleas was a doctor, Isaac operating 
at his fathers yard on the river,Jacob had a tan yard at Idray and Joseph 3.had 
a tan yard on his farm in the glade pasture near his residence now occupied by 
£•? Kramer. 


1'ost of the leather tanned by the Smiths was either made up into shoes 
op put into harness and saddles however some of the leather was bought for use 
*-ccrhere la the state by shoemakers and harness makers. 


ij 'L —" 

Another ten yard of notice was built and run by the late George H Cu¬ 


rry and mujecarty of the Lev-ela District it was built on the Curry farm on 
-a. . inally sank into the mountain near the poor Farm,this is 
" th. wad leading to Beard and Denmar the curry farm is non owned by Ridvard 

by trade therefore had a ready narket for his lea 


it i£to «ho«• 


r -.d at lling them at that ties most aca wort boots 


.■n . :ia the lif.ther hi 




I 


r 


SAJI'S MlTglWx r.V..?o<*hoot.a County. 


Xnd Industry Saaai^l $ S ~1 
a Be and reps** work on sbo 


es harness.This tannery sma being ope 


K into hamaee ana — - — 

_[ted in the SOs and early 90s. 

5 Often time. the nt. were united when the leather wa. real, to cone out 

* he worked end finished these visitors always picked the hest sloe of leather 
they could find,the tenner would miss hi. leather but very seldom knew where It 
went as this always tool place at night this sot to be a regular practice and 
no doubt caused some of these tan yards to cease operation il the.e tan yards 
vrere in Little^Levels District but the one operated by Jacob Smith at Idray. 

The first tannery or old time tan Y^rd of any size in the upper end of 


the county was near Greenbank where first class upper end solelcather was made 
by Charles P Brown this was about IS50 he operated here for a time but sold 
out and moved over on North Fork and located another tannery this tannery was 
kept in operation until about ISJO when he quit the tanners trade and followed 
etoneraso n work the rest of his life,his old homestead is now owned by his gr¬ 
and eon alter Brown. 

shortly after this tannery went out of business George Curry started 
e tan yard in the town of Greenbank he operated here for a time and moved to 
tittle levels District not far from Hillsboro and opened up a tan Jrard leaving 


the one at Crccr.bank to his broth 


f r Jas.H Curry who operated it for years using 


his f Inter, f d lather in cho 


<3 and hamc6B. 


iSoif 9 «T« H ue-nan f or: e u_a pert n « 




M JFommfrof A Industry.S.G Sa.ith rocuhontss Co.?ag« 4- 
HP*oinc i>UBinfB8 under tbr firm name of Sutton, auckaon & Company .and built 
fb* largest old time tannery that rae in the county at that time .At thla tan- 


Hf n«ry they turned out several hundred finished sides of leather that they used 
in aching shoes and harness they specialized la heavy logging harness as the 
lumber business was at high tide at this time, some of these harness are still 
in use by farmers around Grecnbank qs they trere the best ofbarhess made from 

. i the best of leather. 

This tannery was on the S.J Sutton farm on North Fork who settled here 
about 2570 and was part of the Godlip Hartman tract granted to him in IS04 
-or a suga r camp this Sutton homestead is now owned by the heirs of the late 


An up ,0 cut. and nodem tannery is now operated by Kerth Snyder on 
* * 3 “° aDe RU ° bUyS ra " erftn hidf8 “d after they are tanned sells 
" 1<ath ' r bU ‘ * £r£ater pSrt 18 U88d * W 1" harness snd repair 

'* d ° tB l0U ° f CU8t0 " n ° rk tanai “S for half of the leather the 
hi. pan for repair non to his harness and an. new. .... .... 


“ for leather on the f ara 


ar.d 1 


" 10 ni8 ******* and any other use that 
— t ltat.-.er tanned by Bentcn Smith at 


‘ m * ar4,r at 6f«nh«nk has aore life 


and will outwear 


-- 

* . rocc.i and shipped in to the county the 


Is 


114,1 have be 


been properly oklaned and handled 


' - r , . •• i 







a Industry.S.3.S Pocr.hontae Co. fagf 5 -Tannery_ 

f . n d finished nr-kce c beautiful rug or chair back end cushion or for 
tJ)< car stnt Benton Smith specializes in tanned Sheep hides these he sella 
to the tourist trade from this Btate end many others from coast to coast 
also pe-cr and 2car hides tanned with the hair on are bought by the traveling 
aotori8t as Benton runs a filling station along with his tannery and his tan¬ 
ning has attracted the tourist XMXX passing through TT.7a.and Pocahontas Coun- j 
ty and in this way he has a market for his products as he not only sells leath¬ 
er but makes fancy belts that are bought by the traveling public. 

renton Smith is one of the first enrolled members in the Associated 
Craftsmen of :;.7e.a newly organized guild of native craftsmen whose handwork has 


character and integrity,the association hopes to provide better hides and to 

/ 

'\rreatc s. better outlet for his products. 


The modern tannery or tan yard plays a very important part in the ru¬ 
ral comrunitys of Pocahontas County as the farmer can bring in his cow and sheep 
Ides end in lees than a year has finished leather to repair his harness do the 


-s.’k hiss elf thereby saving a considerable sura and keeps the money at home and 

...is . * ipe home industry in which tanning is an important one.Thus the passing 

; : * cr-ie outdoor tan yerd to the more modern ones of today. 

; .. .-ocabontas Times Issue 0ct«3l/Uo 

*• B rorn. A rbovs lc. t: . 7 a . 

■ :.m yssr S. j. Sutton, Jr. C. Sutton, 








• Hellw T. 1 McLau g hlin . 

* |.!arlin ion, ... Vo. 

.varoh S, 

«■ - 1 - 

Chaptered - a aotlop 4 - i'a£i_»- 

Tanning .a. gult. an Induatry from tn. tlm. or th. 
flrat pioneer- Croat .kill *=» attained by th. pioneer In 
curing th. akin, ao a. to make them aoft and pliable, that 
they night be ua.d In making different item, of clothing, 
auoh a. panta, oopa, mooonalna, and many other thing.- 
.he flrat tannery or ten yord o,.. rated by the people of 
the Jreenbank Community tea on land In the poaa.aalon of 
Jacob Rumbough, whloh eas prior to 1800. The old tanner*e 
name aaa Taber. lie wee e hatter by trade - made lur cape, 
moccaalna, and buck akin pants. His tanning vats aere 
large troughs, and a certain kind of bark, roots and herbs 
aere used In dressing the hides, which accounts ror his 
locating so far in the mountains. 

7ha first tannery or old tine tan yard of any oon- 
sequence where first class upper and sole leather was man¬ 
ufactured was owned and operated by Charles P. Brown, who 
purchased the James Townsend patent of eighty-eight acres 
from Juaes 3. Canpbell in the year of 1850, and erected 
hi a tannery that year. He kept the tannery in operation 
about six years when he sold out and moved across on North 
ork where he located another tannery. This was at the 
east er.d of the Solomoa Conrad lands. This tannery was 
eept runn.ng until about 1870, when he quit the tenner’s 
tr«2w end followed the atone oason'e trnie, Tor the rest 
!# Ufa. Ke tilt foundations «nd atone chlaueys all 
ewer u« coa^nity. 

•bout ae year it* f9 t It. 


J. Jut ton, F. C. eiutton. 




- 2 - 

and 0. .V. Kuckmnn formed a partnership under the name out ton 
Ructanan and Company, and erected the largest old time tan¬ 
nery In the oO«« w . At thia tannery several hundred hides 
would be tanned dressed and finished into first class harness 
and upper leather each year for a period of about twenty-five 
years. In connection with the tannery, they made shoes and 
heavy logging harness for the lumber companies. 'This 
tannery was on the lands of S. J. Sutton. 





